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PLANTS!

TEA PLANT -
Legend holds that Chinese.
Emperor Sheanong
discovered tea when aleaf
accidentallyfollnto boiling
water, and he enjoyed the
invigorating drink. :

N TOBACCO -
Local peaple from
+SUGAR CANE
§ Trisgrass hasa stem fullof sugart  Andes chewed thelleaves ;5
 Peoplefving on New Guinea
began eating the wild sugar cane 3 3
 long ago. Today, the plants are  1<01ine they contained. 3 S strangely af
‘usually boiled and refined to Today, smoking tobacco < A\ coffee seed
Produeaguger responsible for hundreds of N ! teriugas
H = drunkannu:

RUBBER TREE
Rubber, made from the flvid of

some plants, was first harvested
in Central America to make bals

X\ themseives for food. Farming
s allowed human societies clothes and machinery, among

o support much bigger other things.

populations ever since. HEMLOC
For thousands of years This plant’s poison causes
CHILL PEPPER hempsstrong ibreshave | paralysis and even death. It €
The fruits of this plant produce > been used for making was used in Ancient Greece
chemical which causes a painfully cloth. But today, growing : for the ultimte punishment -

b
of his revolutionary beliefs.

developed a taste for their
ykick.

GRAPE VINES
Ancient peoples across
the Mediterranean

create wine,orginaly | Toa whte fibes that
35 medicine. Grapes ¢ . develop around thefrit of
found naturalycovered s plan catch on the fur
in fermenting yeast, of passing animals, helping
which may have 1690 10 Gispersets seeds

RLEY
This grass was one of the first

they sattied in one place and.

This gass was bred by Central
Americans to produce
bigger fruit, resultinginthe

e N
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BANANA
Worldwide banana's
were nearly decima
1950 when a fungus
out the most popul
Originally grown n
and considered unu
bananas are now an
snack across the gl

cacao
The seeds of this tree are used
to produce chocolate. Cocoa
‘beans’ were frst used in
Central America to produce.
abitter drink, later sweetened
with sugar by the Europeans.

[T S
The unusualfrits of these plants.
were presented to rulers across.
Europe by explorers returning from
South America. At one banquet
organised by English King Charles
a pineappl took centre stage.

The fruits of theso plants,
whichinclude oranges, lemons
andlimes, contain Vitamin C.
They were packed on ships

for long sea-voyages for their
health benefits, where diseases.
such as scurvy were common.

PEA PLANT
Peas might be on your

generations of these plants
and discovered the basics
of genetis.

OPIUM POPPY - +
Q. &, Theaddictive drug opiumis
produced from this plant.

Medieval doctors recommended a

minture of garlic, wine and bul's € Todingin opium cavsed
bile 5. cure for oye infections. wars between Bitainand
Garic s more commonly used CINCHONA TWINFLOWER China with Britsh traders
today in cooking. The This N from
r the chemical quinine, which  fuveurite of Snedih botanst | China's addicton.
RosE == protects againstthe disease  Cyl innacus, who developed |
Thisthorny ghant bas been malaria. The recipe forthe e Systema Naturoe, the bsis
st toic of
many colours. Inmedieval a

England,white and ed roses | travalled the worldto regions
were the symbols of the affected by the disesse.
civl Yorkist and Lancastisn
fomiies doring the Wars of
theRoses. 4

T
During the 16305,

Plants in Human History 2 What on Earth Books



[EIX[PTL[OR[ETR]
) PLANTS!

"7) G 7

P~

Huge plantations hive sprung
up across the Indian Ocean
and South America to produce
vegetable oil from these plants'
frits, but this has endangered
rainforestsin the process.

DURIAN -
Durian frut has such a terrible:
smellthat it i banned on
public ransportin Singapore.
To some, it tastes of cheese,
Qo onions and almonds, but

5 g

@ others consider it 2 delicacy.
RAFFLESIA

This plant has the largest
flower in the world, with §

B!
8AMB00 -
Bamboos actually a giant gross
and the fastest growing plant in
the world. It can grow 93¢ per
doy,and the lorgest species can o,

ANT-HOUSE PLANT
These plants contain

structures called domatia’ - RICE reochmorethon30minheight. = o ¢
which ants build s secure The tiny seeds of this plant SACRED LOTUS
s Lotuses grom from the bottom ¢
stem. B, forfrombeings | of peopl acros the glabe. ofloes sndrverstoproduce. |
§ nuisance,the residentants 1 Scientists have created Golden astunming flower whichis held
quard their new home from :  Rice with extra Vitamin A above the water'ssurface. In the
plant-eaters and vines.

Hindu religion, the god Brahma
5010 to have been born from
a1otus flower. g
ginated in the
f South America.
1845, 2 disease.
atoes cavsed
VENUS FLYTRAP
‘When a bug touches the trap,
this meat.eating plant closes up
and the bug s digested. Charles
Darwin called it one of the most
wonderful plants in the world:
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